
Maine Revised Statutes

Title 22: HEALTH AND WELFARE

Chapter 252: LEAD POISONING CONTROL ACT

§1317-D. LEAD POISONING RISK ASSESSMENT AND BLOOD LEAD LEVEL
TESTING PROGRAM

The commissioner shall establish a lead poisoning risk assessment and blood lead level testing program,
referred to in this section as the "program," for assessment of lead poisoning risks to children and the testing
of blood lead levels in children in accordance with this section and within the limits of available funding.
[2001, c. 683, §3 (NEW);  2001, c. 683, §10 (AFF).]

1. Lead poisoning risk assessment tool.  The program must include a simplified lead poisoning risk
assessment tool, developed by the department, based on questions from the United States Department of
Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

[ 2001, c. 683, §3 (NEW);  2001, c. 683, §10 (AFF) .]

2. Information.  The program must include the distribution of information on lead poisoning risk
assessment to providers for children.

[ 2001, c. 683, §3 (NEW);  2001, c. 683, §10 (AFF) .]

3. Testing of children covered by MaineCare program.  As required by Section 1905(r)(5) of the
Social Security Act and the federal Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1989, the program must require
the testing of blood lead levels of all children covered by the MaineCare program at one year of age and 2
years of age. The drawing of blood for the testing may be done in the health care provider's office or may be
referred to another laboratory.

[ 2001, c. 683, §3 (NEW);  2001, c. 683, §10 (AFF) .]

4. Testing of children not covered by MaineCare program.  The program must require the testing
of blood lead levels of all children not covered by the MaineCare program at one year of age and 2 years of
age unless, in the professional judgment of the provider of primary health care, in conjunction with the use of
the lead poisoning risk assessment tool, the child's level of risk does not warrant a blood lead level test. The
drawing of blood for the testing may be done in the health care provider's office or may be referred to another
laboratory.

[ 2001, c. 683, §3 (NEW);  2001, c. 683, §10 (AFF) .]

5. Inspections.  The program must conduct comprehensive environmental lead inspections and technical
assistance and give advice regarding the appropriate reduction of environmental lead hazards to families with
children who have elevated levels of lead in their blood.

[ 2001, c. 683, §3 (NEW);  2001, c. 683, §10 (AFF) .]

6. Funding.  As resources permit and in accordance with rules adopted by the department, pursuant to
section 1323, the program must include payment by the department for blood lead level testing and related
services and diagnostic evaluations when a child's parent is unable to pay and does not have health coverage
for testing and services.

[ 2001, c. 683, §3 (NEW);  2001, c. 683, §10 (AFF) .]
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7. Exception.  This section does not apply to a child whose parent or guardian objects to that child's
participation in the program on the grounds that the assessment or testing is contrary to the parent's or
guardian's sincerely held religious or philosophical beliefs.

[ 2001, c. 683, §3 (NEW);  2001, c. 683, §10 (AFF) .]
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